
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD REPORT 

MEETING DATE: July 7, 2005    ITEM NO. _______ 
    
 

CASE NUMBER/ 
PROJECT NAME 

56-DR-2005 
Cactus Road Streetscape Improvements 
   

LOCATION Cactus Road Between Loop 101 and Frank Lloyd Wright Boulevard. 

REQUEST Request approval for streetscape improvements on Cactus Road.  

OWNER City of Scottsdale 
480-312-7010 

ENGINEER Stantec Consulting 
602-438-2200 

ARCHITECT/ 
DESIGNER 

McClosky Peltz, Inc. 
480-838-4777 

APPLICANT/  
COORDINATOR 

Vivek Galav 
City of Scottsdale 
480-312-7245 

BACKGROUND Zoning/Context. 
This portion of Cactus Road traverses primarily through residential districts 
containing primarily larger lots (18,000 square feet or greater; R1-18, R1-35, and 
R1-43 Districts).  Currently, the road is under-designed for the amount of traffic 
it carries between the Pima 101 Freeway and 96th Street, and in some sections 
the road has widths, paving, shoulders, drainage, and alignments that do not meet 
current design standards. 
 
Adjacent Uses: 

• North: Single-family homes, horse properties, schools, and churches; 
Zoned R1-18, R1-35, and R1-43 Districts. 

• South:  Multi-family residential, single-family homes, and horse 
properties; Zoned R-5, R1-18, R1-35, and R1-43 Districts. 

 
From the Pima/101 Freeway to 96th Street, Cactus Road is classified as a 4-lane 
Major Collector street.  This portion of Cactus Road has more traffic and limited 
direct access to individual properties.  From 96th Street to Frank Lloyd Wright 
Boulevard, Cactus Road is classified as a 2-lane Minor Collector street.  This 
portion of Cactus Road has less traffic and direct access to larger horse 
properties.  

APPLICANT’S 
PROPOSAL 

Applicant’s Request.  
This is a City project to reconstruct 2.75 miles of Cactus Road between the 
Pima/101 Freeway to Frank Lloyd Wright Boulevard. Construction will include 
a four-lane roadway between the Loop 101 (Pima Freeway) and 96th Street, and 
a two-lane roadway between 96th Street and Frank Lloyd Wright. The corridor 
will include landscaped medians where center turn lanes are not needed, as well 
as bike lanes, curbs and gutters, sidewalks, a multi-use path (east of 96th Street), 
and a multi-use trail. In addition, the project will include roundabouts at 100th, 
104th, and 108th Streets. The project will also include burying the overhead 12KV 
power lines that exist on the north side of the road. 
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DISCUSSION The roadway improvements, including landscaping, colors, and materials, are 
consistent with the design approved for 96th Street, which the Development 
Review Board approved in 2003/2004 (Cases 43-DR-2003#1 and 2) and is 
currently under construction.  At the time the 96th Street improvements were 
approved, the Development Review Board raised concerns that the horse 
silhouettes within the middle of the roundabouts, which were supported by a 
neighborhood advisory group, would create a distractive carousal effect that 
would contribute to visual clutter within the roundabout.  The Board 
subsequently rejected the horse silhouettes within the middle of the 96th Street 
roundabouts, and agreed that they could be placed with the Cactus Acres 
monuments that were planned for the intersection corners. 
 
Since 2003, the final design for the roundabouts has been modified to provide 
better traffic operations.  The primary modification was to widen the inside 
diameter of the roundabout from 40 feet to 67 feet (68% increase).  The wider 
diameter substantially reduces the perception of visual clutter previously 
identified by the Board. 
 
These Cactus Road Streetscape improvements include the following: 
● Roundabouts with a center landscape planter, directional signs, exterior 

curbing, stamped pattern at the pedestrian cross walks, and colored asphalt 
pavement. 

● Steel equestrian silhouettes within the 67-foot diameter roundabouts, set as 
if galloping with the flow of traffic around the circle.  These silhouettes are 
optional features, which were received favorably by the neighborhood at the 
conceptual design level. 

● “Cactus Acres” monuments at key locations along the road, with steel horse 
silhouettes at the monuments.  These features were approved for 96th Street, 
were received favorably by the neighborhood at the conceptual design level, 
and are also optional features. 

● Walls with stacked stone masonry veneer. 
● Lighting for all walls, some landscaping, and the horse silhouettes. 

 
As part of an extensive notification and outreach program, the City held 6 
neighborhood meetings and various property owner meetings to discuss the 
proposed improvements.  General inquires regarding this project have been 
received, including general comments in support of the proposed improvements.  
One email was received expressing concerns that the roundabouts create physical 
obstacles for traffic, and that Cactus Road needs to be widened to 4 lanes for this 
entire 2.75-mile stretch (see Attachment #5). 
 

OTHER BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS 

The Transportation Commission reviewed the project on May 18, 2003, and the 
Transportation Commission reviewed the issue of roundabouts on Cactus Road 
on April 21, 2005.   
 
On April 19, 2005, the City Council rejected a citizen petition to stop all street 
improvement projects that include construction of roundabouts. 
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STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends approval, subject to the attached stipulations. 
 

STAFF CONTACT(S) Tim Curtis 
Project Coordination Manager 
Phone:  480-312-4210 
E-mail: tcurtis@ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
 
 

APPROVED BY  
 
Tim Curtis 
Report Author 
 
 
 
Lusia Galav, AICP 
Development Planning Manager 
Phone:  480-312-2506 
E-mail: lgalav@scottsdaleAZ.gov 
 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Applicant’s Narrative 
2. Context Aerial 
2A. Aerial Close-Up 
3. Zoning Map 
4. Representative Improvement Plans 
5. Citizen Comment 
A. Stipulations/Zoning Ordinance Requirements 
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Stipulations for Case: 
Cactus Road Improvements 

Case 56-DR-2005 
Unless otherwise stated, the applicant agrees to complete all requirements prior to final plan approval, to the 
satisfaction of Project Coordinator and the Final Plans staff. 
 

PLANNING  
APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS AND PLANS: 
DRB Stipulations 
1. Except as required by the City Code of Ordinances, Zoning Regulations, Subdivision Regulations, and 

the other stipulations herein, the site design and construction shall substantially conform to the following 
documents: 

a. The location and configuration of all improvements, including landscaping and other treatments, shall 
be constructed to be consistent with the Cactus Road Improvements plan submitted by The City of 
Scottsdale, prepared by Stantec and McCloskey Peltz, Inc. with a staff receipt date of 6/14/2005. 

SITE/LANDSCAPE DESIGN: 
DRB Stipulations 
2. Upon removal of the salvageable native plants the salvage contractor shall submit completed Native Plant 

Tracking Form as well as a list identifying the tag numbers of the plants surviving salvage operations to 
the City’s Inspection Services Unit within 3 months from the beginning of salvage operations and/or prior 
to the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy.   

3. All plants salvaged from the right-of-way shall be replanted as a part of this project’s landscaping or as 
otherwise approved by the Project Coordinator. 

4. Sight distance triangles shall be shown on Plan Review and Permit Services for driveways from 
commercial sites and any intersections.  Area within the safety triangle is to be clear of landscaping, 
signs, or other visibility obstructions with a height greater than 2 feet.  Trees within the safety triangle 
shall have a canopy that begins at 7 feet in height upon installation.  All heights are measured from 
nearest street line elevation. 

5. Provide 8% slope away from walk or curb for 5' 0" along all streets. 

6. Setback any spray and stream type irrigation heads 1'-0" from back of curb or sidewalk to reduce over 
spray, or provide design alternatives to achieve similar results to be approved by Plan Review and Permit 
Services staff. 

7. Irrigation plans shall comply with the requirements of the City of Scottsdale Design Standards and Policies 
Manual. 

8. Landscape Lighting 

a. All landscape lighting directed upward shall utilize the extension visor shields to limit the view of 
the lamp source. 

b. Landscaping lighting shall only be utilized to accent plant material and monuments. 

c. The landscape lighting lamp shall be an incandescent or halogen incandescent source, and shall 
not exceed 50 watts. 

 Ordinance 
A. Trails shall be consistent with the Design Standards and Policies Manual for the City of Scottsdale. 

ATTACHMENT A 
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B. All landscaping in the right-of-way shall be in conformance with the Landscaping Design Standards and 

Policies of the City of Scottsdale Design Standards and Policies Manual. 
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